
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2017

FIRST YEAR SEMINAR REFLECTION PAPER 
ASSIGNMENT PROMPTS
Please choose one of the following prompts to complete the First Year Seminar Reflection Paper Assignment based 
on the summer reading book Life’s Golden Ticket: A Story About Second Changes by Brendon Burchard. The paper 
should be 3-4 pages, include both a title page and works cited, and make specific references to the book.

1. Throughout the book, the narrator meets a series of characters from the theme park. Each one of them has a 
lesson to teach the narrator. Who are these characters, and what do they teach him?  What impact did the 
theme park characters have on the narrator? Who have been the important ‘characters’ in your life, and what 
have they taught you?  What impact have the ‘characters’ in your life had on you? How will their influence 
continue as you begin college? As you get ready to come to Western New England, what ‘characters’ do you 
think you will be introduced to, and what kind of influence do you think they will have on you? Who will be 
your guides/mentors along the way?

2. After his interaction with Meg, the narrator realizes, “I had spent much of my life frozen in the past or 
paralyzed in the present. I had never really looked at things long-term. I had never thought about the last days 
of my life and who I wanted to be or what I wanted to have accomplished” (147). What is it that the narrator 
keeps tripping over in his past? What about his present is holding him back? Using evidence from the book, 
do you think the narrator will change? What about you? What have you decided you want in your life and how 
can your experience at Western New England help you to achieve that? What are your goals during your 
college experience? What obstacles might come up and how might you  address them?

3. “The ticket gave you privileged access to a world of choice—it granted you permission to be whoever you 
wanted to be and do whatever you wanted to do” (Burchard). After completing the novel, explain what the 
golden ticket is. How did it provide an opportunity for the narrator to reflect on his life? How will he change as 
a result of redeeming the ticket? Can you reflect on a time in your life where you were given a golden ticket? 
In what ways can your experience at Western New England be your golden ticket? 




