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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT GRADING RUBRIC

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Ideas 

_________30

Organization 

_________20

Style 
_________20

Mechanics 
______15

Support
________15

Adequate, but 
less effective, not 
responding well
to the assignment.
Presents ideas
in general terms.
Shows some 
reading of the 
book, but not 
always on topic.

Somewhat lacking
in logical organiza-
tion. Feels random. 

Too vague. Rather
monotonous. 
No real sense of 
the person behind
the writing.

Grammar and 
mechanics may
annoy the reader,
but do not 
significantly 
obscure meaning.

Often uses 
generalizations to
support points, 
and does not 
consistently draw
parallels to the
book.

Excels in responding
to assignment. 
Interesting; 
demonstrates 
logical progression
of ideas. Ideas 
are clearly 
communicated.
Shows careful 
reading of book.

Uses a logical 
structure, 
appropriate to 
the assignment.
Guides the reader
through the chain 
of reasoning or 
progression 
of ideas.

Enjoyable to read.
Interesting. 
Reveals the writer’s
personality. Writing
style clearly draws
in the reader.

Almost entirely 
free of spelling,
punctuation, and
grammatical errors.

Excellent use of 
material from the
book. Demonstrates
reference to concepts
and theories of the 
assigned reading.
Connects personal
experience in a
seamless transition.
Citations from 
readings.

A decent paper, 
responding 
appropriately to 
assignment. 
Good ideas, but 
not fully developed.
Shows reading 
of the book.

Shows some logic in
organization of ideas.
Paragraphs show
some coherence to 
a central idea.

May sometimes 
be too general or
boring. Style is 
generally clear 
and focused, but
may have awkward
or ineffective 
moments.

Some spelling, 
punctuation, and
grammatical errors.

Uses appropriate 
reference from the
book. Uses personal
experience, but may
be lacking somewhat
in effectiveness.

Does not respond 
to the assignment.
Reveals only 
brief skimming 
of the book.

No appreciable 
organization. 
Lacks coherence.

Awkward. Boring.
No sense of 
authorship.

Grammar and 
mechanics get in 
the way of reader
comprehension. 
Didn’t even bother
to spell-check.

Lacks supporting 
evidence. No use 
of book or personal
experiences.
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