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Law 724-02 Federal Courts & Jurisdiction  

Prof. Wolf 

 

Spring 2018 First Assignment 

 

Our first class for the spring term will meet on Thursday, January 11, 2018, at 2:30 

p.m.  Please study the materials for Assignment #1.  The assignments for the course will be 

posted weekly on our TWEN  site, so please sign-up for it.   Please formulate responses to the 

questions posed in the assignments 

 

Assignment #1:  Historical Background 

          (a)  Hart and Wechsler’s The Federal Courts and the Federal System (7th ed. 

2015)(hereinafter (“CB”), Preface, pp. v-viii (Preface to the Seventh Edition). 

          (b)  CB, p. ci (Article III of the United States Constitution)(learn it well and reread it often 

as we will be referring to its provisions throughout the course). 

          (c)   CB, pp. xcvii-xcviii (Article I, Section 8), and p. ciii  (Article VI).  

          (d)   CB, pp. 1-47 (excellent short history of the federal judiciary). 

          (e)  Please complete the below twelve question “True-False Quiz” prior to class on 

Thursday, January 11, when we will discuss your answers.  Please read the assertions in the Quiz 

carefully.  The correct answers are in the reading materials for this assignment.   You may work 

together with your classmates on the Quiz. 
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TRUE-FALSE QUIZ 

 

          1.  The United States Supreme Court has always had nine justices.  

          2.  When the Supreme Court discards a prior controlling precedent, it is said to have 

“reversed” the older decision.  

          3.  The President of the United States may nominate and appoint anyone he wishes to the 

United States Supreme Court. 

          4.  John Roberts, Jr., is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

          5.  As a general rule, state courts may hear and decide federal questions. 

          6.  The Judiciary Act of 1789 authorized the United States Supreme Court to review any 

state court judgment involving a federal question.  

 



3 
 

          7.  Article III, Section 2, identifies three categories of “cases” and six categories of 

“controversies” to which the federal judicial power extends. 

          8.   The federal judicial system currently has eleven numbered Circuit Courts of Appeals. 

          9.  Under limited circumstances, defendants may remove civil actions from state court to 

federal court or from federal court to state court. 

          10.  The Court of Appeals for the First Circuit includes the six New England states. 

          11.  Under supplemental jurisdiction, United States district courts may hear and decide 

claims that could not independently be brought in a federal court under a jurisdictional statute. 

          12.  The twin pillars of federal judicial independence are life tenure and protection against 

salary reduction.   

  

 


