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Curt Hamakawa is interim provost and vice president for academic affairs at Western New 
England University, where he is also the director of the Center for International Sport Business 
(CISB).  He is a tenured professor of sport management in the College of Business, and he 
previously served as director of the Business Study Abroad Program and director of the 
Business Honors Program.  Prior to joining academia, Mr. Hamakawa worked for the NCAA in its 
compliance and enforcement department and subsequently for the United States Olympic 
Committee in successive positions as associate general counsel, director of athlete services, and 
director of international relations.   
 
Mr. Hamakawa earned his B.A. degree in political science from the University of Hawaii, M.Ed. 
degree in athletics administration from Springfield College, and J.D. degree from the School of 
Law at Western New England University.  As CISB director, Mr. Hamakawa created two speaker 
programs – “For the Love of the Games” and “People Who Inspire” – that brought 45 influential 
people from the world of sport and business to campus.  In addition, he organized and led six 
university delegations to the Olympic Games and FIFA World Cups, giving students 
unprecedented exposure and access to global sport leaders and entities in China, South Africa, 
the United Kingdom, Brazil, and Russia.   
 
In his capacity as the honors program director, Mr. Hamakawa oversaw the Business Honors 
Program, including the Cohen Scholars Program (a professional development initiative involving 
a small cohort of exceptional juniors and seniors), and Beta Gamma Sigma, the honor society of 
AACSB-accredited business schools.  Mr. Hamakawa is a staunch advocate for international and 
intercultural education, and has facilitated formal study abroad opportunities for student 
groups in the U.K., France, and Australia.  In the summer, Mr. Hamakawa teaches a course on 
international sport at IESEG School of Management in Paris. 
 
At Western New England University, Mr. Hamakawa has taught courses in sport management, 
sport law, business law, human resources law, and international sport, in addition to the 
freshman seminar for sport management majors and a graduate course in sport governance 
and policy.  He has published articles in the Academy of Management Learning & Education, 
Journal of Business Cases and Application, Marquette Sports Law Review, Western New 
England Law Review, Regional Business Review, Hofstra Labor & Employment Law Journal, and 
International Journal of Sustainable Strategic Management.  Mr. Hamakawa has also written 
chapters in two text books, Managing Sport Organizations, Responsibility for Performance 
(Covell, Walker, and Hamakawa), and Law for Recreation and Sport Managers (Cotten and 
Wolohan).  In addition, Mr. Hamakawa has presented papers at international conferences in 
Copenhagen, Beijing, Okinawa, London, Honolulu, and Toronto. 
 
In his leisure time, Mr. Hamakawa enjoys jogging and has completed 18 marathons in Honolulu, 
Chicago, New York, Boston, Washington, D.C., and Athens, Greece. 


