
Western New England University 
COVID-19 Faculty Guidelines – Fall 2021 

 

Introduction 
This guidance is intended for the faculty of WNE, to promote safe classroom management 

practices during the Fall 2021 semester.  

  

Per the CDC, people who are fully vaccinated are at low risk of symptomatic or severe infection. 
WNE is anticipating a fully vaccinated campus and will use the guidance outlined published by 
the CDC and updated on July 27th; CDC’s Interim Public Health Recommendations for Fully 
Vaccinated People.  
 
As new information becomes available from federal, state, or local authorities, WNE's guidance 

will be updated.  

 
Faculty are advised that current conditions are fluid, and they need to be agile and prepared to 
pivot rapidly to remote or hybrid instruction, should conditions deteriorate significantly. However, 
it is the goal of WNE to have a robust, successful, and “as-close-to-normal-as-possible” 
academic semester. 

 

General Classroom Management  
At WNE, vaccination is the primary prevention strategy for the Fall 2021 semester. Our policy is 
that all faculty, staff, and students be vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus. The following 
additional tactics are recommended for source control and risk mitigation in the classroom 
setting. 

 

Active Illness 
To reduce the possibility of transmission and community spread, students and faculty 

experiencing signs or symptoms of COVID-19 are expected to contact Health Services or their 

primary care provider and arrange to be tested. Symptomatic faculty and students, regardless of 

vaccination status, are expected to isolate and refrain from being in class until cleared by Health 

Services. 

 

Face Coverings 

All Western New England University community members (students, faculty, and staff) must 

wear a face-covering indoors regardless of vaccination status until further notice. Faculty are 

encouraged to refer to the full policy, which can be found at  WNE Mask Policy.  

To facilitate/enhance communication in classrooms, instructors may opt to use a University-
issued face shield with an attached droplet guard (available from their Dean's Office) so that 
students can see the instructor's facial expressions and lip movement.  Only face shields with 
an attached droplet guard are permitted to be used in place of a face mask when 
lecturing/presenting in physical classrooms.   

Food and Drink in Classrooms 

Eating and drinking are not permitted in the classroom when WNE’s mask policy is in effect. 
Anyone needing to eat or drink during a class period should exit the classroom before doing so. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www1.wne.edu/coronavirus/mask-policy.cfm


Personal Hygiene and Cleaning 
In addition to wearing a face-covering covering one's mouth, nose, and chin, everyone must be 

vigilant about maintaining a high standard of personal hygiene and avoiding close contact.  

Everyone should wash their hands frequently and thoroughly and avoid contact with objects and 

surfaces that spread the virus.   

Hand sanitizers are readily available in all campus buildings in prominent locations, and hand 

soap is available in all restrooms.  Cleaning and disinfectant product will be general in every 

classroom to enable students and faculty to clean/disinfect contact surfaces before the start of 

class.  If cleaning/disinfectant supplies are empty/low, please call Facilities Management at 782-

1737 for re-supply.  

 

Class Attendance 

Contract Tracing 

It is recommended that for optimal classroom management and successful contact tracing, the 

following strategies be utilized:  

• Faculty have assigned seating/seating charts for students 

• Faculty take attendance throughout the semester 

Health Services will be partnering with the local board of health to conduct contract tracing and 

case investigations across the WNE campus. All exposures, illnesses, and positive cases will be 

traced. 

Faculty and students are expected to answer questions posed by Health Services to the best of 
their ability so that contact tracing and data collection efforts can be productive and meaningful. 
Health Services will report all data as required to local health officials and partner with them in 
community tracing steps as warranted.  

Close contacts are only informed that they may have been exposed, but to respect faculty, staff, 
and students' privacy, they are not told the patient's identity who may have exposed them. 

For more information on contact tracing, please visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/php/principles-contact-tracing.html.  

 

Exposure 
Exposure is defined as having close contact within six feet of an infected person for a 
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over 24 hours.  
 

Exposure and Illness Protocol  

 Vaccinated Individuals  Unvaccinated Individuals  

Notification of Health 
Services  

Yes Yes 

Asymptomatic  

Testing Required  
Yes, test at 3-5 days after 

exposure  
Yes, arrange with Health 

Services. 

Quarantine Requirements 

 
No; monitor for symptoms  

not unless + test result  
 

Yes—full ten (10) days. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/principles-contact-tracing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/principles-contact-tracing.html


Class and Academic 
Accommodations  

No 
Yes, students will need 

accommodations during the 
period of quarantine. 

Housing Changes  No 
Yes, students will need to 

move into designated 
housing. 

Symptomatic regardless of Vaccination status  

Testing Required  Yes 

Isolation Requirements 
Yes, full ten days AND 24 hours with no fever and other 

COVID-19 symptoms are improving.  
 

Class and Academic 
Accommodations  

 
Yes 

 

Housing Changes  
Note: Student’s housing will need 
to be assessed to determine 
current living situations. In some 
cases, students may 
shelter/isolate themselves in 
place.  

Yes 
 

 
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html 

 

Distance Learners/Remote Teaching  
Instructors have the prerogative to require students attending class synchronously via Zoom to 

have their cameras turned on and trained on their heads and faces so the instructor can validate 

students' attendance and engagement in the class session.  

 

Student Accessibility Services 
Western New England University is committed to providing equitable access to learning 

opportunities to students with documented disabilities.   

It is the policy and practice of the University, consistent with federal and state law, to ensure 

equal access to courses, course materials, and course content for all students.  The University 

is committed to providing reasonable and appropriate accommodations for all students with 

disabilities.  

Individuals who have any situation/condition or disability diagnosis, either permanent or 

temporary, affect their ability to perform in class or access class materials are encouraged to 

begin the accommodation request process with Student Accessibility Services (SAS).  

Accommodations are not provided retroactively, and students are encouraged to register with 

SAS as soon as possible to access all resources available for consistent support and access to 

SAS programs.  Please get in touch with the SAS office directly for more information (see 

below).  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html


 

Syllabus Language Suggestion  
I am committed to creating a course that is inclusive in its design.  If you encounter barriers, 

please let me know immediately so we can determine if there is a design adjustment that can be 

made.  I am happy to consider creative solutions as long as they do not compromise the intent 

of the assessment or learning activity.  If you have a disability or think you may have a disability, 

you may also meet with Student Accessibility Services (SAS).  Once I have a copy of your 

approved accommodation(s) from SAS, we can plan a time to connect to discuss your 

accommodation needs.  In addition, if you are approved for exam accommodations, please 

consult with me at least two weeks before any scheduled exam date to confirm the testing 

arrangements. (Suggested faculty statement drafted by SAS.) 

Link to Student Accessibility Services  

 

Personal Responsibility 
Having a safe, healthy, and successful fall semester at Western New England University is 

dependent on every community member's strict adherence to public health guidelines and 

hypervigilance in mitigating the risk of community spread.  It requires that everyone take the 

threat of this contagion seriously and act responsibly, both on and off-campus.  Everyone must 

wear face coverings, avoid close contacts and perform personal hygiene (handwashing) 

frequently. 

The following sources were used to develop the guidelines outlined below.  

• WNE Fall 2020 guidelines 

• CDC IHE guidelines for a fully vaccinated campus, link: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-

universities/considerations.html 

• ACHA Fall 2021 Reopening Guidelines: 

https://www.acha.org/documents/resources/guidelines/ACHA_Considerations_for_Reoo

opening_IHEs_for_Fall_2021_5.25.21.pdf 

https://www1.wne.edu/student-disability-services/index.cfm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html
https://www.acha.org/documents/resources/guidelines/ACHA_Considerations_for_Reooopening_IHEs_for_Fall_2021_5.25.21.pdf
https://www.acha.org/documents/resources/guidelines/ACHA_Considerations_for_Reooopening_IHEs_for_Fall_2021_5.25.21.pdf

