
By Anne LaMonica, 
LB Clubs Editor

On Saturday, September 20th, the 
campus woke up to the blaring cries of an 
ambulance siren.  Fortunately there was 
no emergency, but only a wake up call to 
WNEC students to help the less fortunate 
in the Springfield area. The ambulance 
was part of a 5K race, aptly named The 
Ambulance Chase, to raise money for two 
local charities.

The Law School’s SBA Charities 
Committee planned the event since last 
March when Kelly Cooper Miller (2L) 
suggested the idea.  Other law schools 
have held Ambulance Chases with much 
success, and this was the first race of its 
kind held at the Law School.  There were 
over 55 runners, who paid registration 
fees, and 80 participants in sum, including 
those who made contributions and bought 
T-shirts.  

Jonie Dunivan (3L), chair of the 
Charities Committee, said that there were 
several last minute obstacles, but the race 
was an “amazing success.”  Not only did 
planners have to contend with the lingering 
effects of Hurricane Isabel, but, last week 
construction began on half of the course 
that had been determined last spring.  Un-
deterred, for four hours on the day before 
the race, planners redesigned the course, 
which looped around the campus, from the 
law school to behind the Alumni Healthful 
Living Center.  Despite their efforts, some 
of the markers were taken down overnight.  
Also, the official athletics clock was taken 
on a road trip by the cross country team.

Nevertheless, in the spirit of good 
will and competition on a sunny Saturday 

morning, the race went off with a bang.  
Harry Brooks, fiancé of Paulette Hen-
derson (2L), was the official U.S. Track 
& Field race starter. Without delay, the 
runners and walkers chased the ambu-
lance around campus.  Mike Nickl, an 
employee of American Medical Response 
Ambulance Services, arranged for the do-
nation of the ambulance for the event.

Miller said that the turnout from 
members of the community unrelated 
to the law school was better than antici-
pated.  Registration had been available on 
several web sites for runners.  Jason Cou-
ture, who lives near the campus, learned 
about the race online and plans to run 
again next year.  

Several students at the law 
school participated, including Matt 

Fontaine (2L), who finished in 1st place.   
Fontaine, whose younger sister Courtney 
also ran, said the race was a chance to 
show support for a good cause and for his 
fellow classmates who planned the event.  
His strategy was to take an early lead, and 
it worked.  He won a $25 gift certificate to 
Eastern Mountain Sports.  

Following closely in second 
place was George Colclough, who won a 
$15 gift certificate to Sophia’s Pizza, the 
race’s corporate sponsor who hosted a 
celebratory party after the race.   Finally 
in third place was Randy Metz, who won 
a donated meal at Subway.  The top three 
women to complete the course in descend-
ing order were Michelle Robitallie, Anne 
Marie Kindley, and Kelly McAlarney.  

RIAA cracks down on college offenders
By Stephen Button,
LB Advertising Editor

Every year, the prospect of fall is greet-
ed with the excitement of a new school 
year and the radiance of the foliage.   Stu-
dents hurriedly move towards the ultimate 
goal of graduation eagerly awaiting that 
final day in Spring.  However, this fall, 
some students returned to more than just 
the spotlight of a teacher’s inquiry.  They 
returned to a pending lawsuit.

Last June, the Recording Industry As-
sociation of America (RIAA) announced 
that it would seek to prosecute individuals 
who engaged in copyright violations using 
file-sharing programs like those operated 
by Kazaa or iMesh. Under the Copyright 
Act of 1976, The Digital Millineum Copy-
right Act, and the No Electronic Theft Act 
of 1997, the RIAA has followed through 
with its promise, filing over 250 lawsuits 
this month alone.

Students at three universities (Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute, Princeton 
University, and Michigan Technological 
University) have actions pending all over 
the country currently with more sure to 
come.   Two students at RPI are currently 
facing millions of dollars in fines and as 
much as three years in prison should they 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  

Since 1999, college students have 
been viewed as the dominant users for the 
programs in question.  In response to the 
collegiate demand, the RIAA has sought 
to address the issue through condemna-
tion and vague threats pointed at academic 

administrators.  Every week, the RIAA 
sends out 2500 notices to U.S. universities 
and colleges warning them of infringe-
ment and the penalty that it carries.  To 
date, Western New England College has 
not received notice, but it is sure to be on 
its way.  Other universities however, have 
begun to answer these notices.

According to the Dartmouth Univer-
sity General Counsels Office, “Persons 
found to have infringed on the copy-
righted material may be held liable for 
substantial damages and attorney fees.  
In the cases filed this week, the record-
ing industry is suing each student for 
damages of $150,000 for each recording 
infringed.”  Although no suits were actu-
ally filed against students attending Dart-
mouth, the institution felt that a response 
was appropriate.

Dartmouth, like many other univer-
sities across the nation, has begun to 
respond to the increasing pressure be-
ing placed on academia by the RIAA, 
to block campus file-trading through the 
controversial peer-to-peer programs.  
Some, however, see the merit of these 
programs.

Penn State University President 
Graham Spanier, who is co-chairman of 
a working group that includes the enter-
tainment industry, acknowledged that pi-
racy is rampant but peer-to-peer networks 
could be used for fair purposes.  “We’re 
not sure a one-solution-fits-all outcome 
is workable,” stated Spanier in an article 
released by CNET.

However, RIAA President Cary Sher-
man, views things differently. “The people 
who run these campus networks know 
full well what they are doing- operating 
a sophisticated network designed to en-
able widespread music thievery,” RIAA 
President Sherman released in a statement.  
“The lawsuits we’ve filed represent an ap-
propriate step given the seriousness of the 
offense.”

Are the steps being taken by the RIAA 
enough to deter future violators from com-
mitting the illegal acts?  According to the 
New York Times, they are not.

In a New York Times/CBS News poll 
taken earlier this month, only 36 percent 
of those responding said file swapping 
was never acceptable.  The apparent lack 
of care for the impending danger posed 
by file-swapping has left the RIAA with 
a problem that is doubly troubling.  On 
the one hand, the RIAA is faced with the 
daunting task of recouping lost revenue 
due to file-sharing.  On the other hand, the 
RIAA must address the issue of file-shar-
ing apathy.  With over 35 million users 
currently uploading with the knowledge 
of threatened action, indifference to the 
issue has many wondering if lawsuits are 
the answer. 

The RIAA has turned to Capitol Hill in 
order to find its answers.  A gathering ear-
lier this month of  the House of Represen-
tatives subcommittee that oversees copy-
right law announced that file-sharing was 
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More than 80 participants prepare for the 5K Ambulance Chase
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 Ambulance Chase raises more than $700Eric Gouvin  
Professor 
of the Year
By Lisa Brandy Laughlin,
LB Managing Editor

At the Law School Award Dean’s 
Tea, held in April of last semester.  This 
award was based upon the nomination and 
selection by the law school student body, 
Professor Eric J. Gouvin was awarded, for 
the first time in his twelve years of teach-
ing at the WNEC School of Law, with 
Professor of the Year medallion.  Profes-
sor Gouvin commented that he was “so 
touched to re-
ceive it.”  He 
was pleased 
to be recog-
nized for his 
efforts in the 
class room.  

Profes-
sor Gouvin 
e x p r e s s e d 
that he had 
d i f f e r e n t 
t e a c h i n g 
styles for 
d i f f e r e n t 
courses.  For example, when he teaches 
Business Organizations, he often as-
signs students characters in the cases 
for role playing exercises according to 
Gouvin.  It gives the students an op-
portunity to prepare legal arguments 
for a party and to learn that the big cor-
poration is not always an “evil doer.”

Gouvin recalled when he first taught 
Business Organizations, he wanted to 
teach it the way he wished he had been 
taught when he was in law school.  The 
class was made up of some ninety stu-
dents, and only five were keeping up while 
the rest were completely lost.  In reading 
the student evaluations after the course, on 
student commented “this class was tour-
cher.”  Professor Gouvin then seriously 
considered joining the Peace Corp, but 
they asked “what could he do for them?”  

A couple of the key elements Gouvin 
has found for himself to be a better teacher 
is to learn to undo the second nature of the 
information to himself when presenting it 
to students and to look for the feedback 
from the students as to their comprehen-
sion of the material being presented.  
Knowing when to stop and go back over 
a topic is something you can expect from 
a course taught by Professor Gouvin.
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