
STUDENT PROGRAM SCHEDULE
DAY 1
June 16, June 23, June 29, July 6, July 12

Time  Session       Location
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

8:30 a.m. Arrival and Check-in Begins                        University Commons & Commonwealth Hall
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
10:00 a.m. Opening Ceremony—Preview of Western New England University  Rivers Memorial Hall

As the kickoff for SOAR 2021, students and parents are formally welcomed to Western New 
England University. Meet your Orientation Group Leaders, Vice President for Enrollment 
Management, and the Vice President for Student Affairs during this session.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
10:50 a.m.       Meet Your Fellow Teammates—Welcome to Golden Bear Nation Rivers Memorial Hall

This session begins the journey of creating a sense of community with our newest members, 
classmates of the Class of 2025. Through a series of interactive exercises, Orientation Group 
Leaders create a comfortable setting and “set the stage” for becoming an active member of 
the Golden Bear community here at Western New England University.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
12:00 noon Fuel Up—Luncheon       University Commons
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
1:00 p.m. Staying Healthy for the Games—Health and Wellness   Rivers Memorial Hall

This SOAR presentation highlights and shares Health Services and Counseling Services 
information at Western New England University. In this session you will learn more about the 
services and the staff to help you meet your needs and goals.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
1:45 p.m. Game Day Hype Up—Energizer   Commonwealth Lawn

During this energizer, students will have an opportunity to move around and get to know their 
classmates.

11:00 a.m. Traveling to the Games—Commuter Connections  See Nametag for Location and Time
–2:45 p.m. 

Wondering how the commuter experience is at Western New England? Students will have the 
opportunity to hear from current commuter students, who will share their experiences about their 
time on campus as a commuter. Resources and tips will be shared during this session.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11:00 a.m.  Funding The Games—Financial Aid and Billing     See Nametag for Location and Time
–2:45 p.m. 

Enrollment Services will present on key information regarding Enrollment Services, financial aid, 
billing, and proxy information on the Western New England University campus. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11:00 a.m.  Learning the Playbook—Course Registration and Advising    See Nametag for Location and Time
–2:45 p.m. 

   In preparation for the fall semester, you will have the opportunity to meet with a University Advisor 
who will share information about the 4U Comprehensive Advising Program. In this interactive 
session, you will learn how to navigate self-service and understand the requirements for your major. 
You will have the opportunity to ask questions, view your schedule and make changes to your 
schedule if needed. You will leave this session with your fall schedule in hand! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11:45 a.m  Fuel Up—Luncheon   University Commons
–1:30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1:00 p.m.  Hall Of Fame—Exhibit and Conversation Area Open         University Commons, 1st Floor

Exhibits open for Campus Life, Residence Life, Human Resources, Health Services, Intramural 
Sports, Spiritual Life, Graduate Programs, U&ME, Success First, and Freshman Council, which will 
be showcased in an interactive exhibit format. Students will also be able to complete employment 
authorization, provided they have brought appropriate identification, i.e. birth certificate or original 
social security card and government issued ID.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3:00 p.m.  Crossing the Finish Line—SOAR Program Concludes University Commons, 1st Floor 

As the SOAR program concludes, there is still time to ask any last minute questions. Please 
remember to complete the program evaluation form located in the information packet. Check-out, 
return of residence hall keys, and submission of program evaluations are done prior to departure. 
Be sure to remove personal belongings from the residence halls prior to check-out.

Transitions Program Begins Wednesday, August 25

Classes Begin on Monday, August 30 at 8:00 a.m.
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DAY 2
June 17, June 24, June 30, July 7, July 13

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Workout Caprio Alumni Healthful Living Center

In order to burn off all those calories consumed during the first day and to get off to a fresh 
start for Day 2 of SOAR, the facilities of the Caprio Alumni Healthful Living Center  
are available until 8:30 a.m.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7:30 a.m. Roster Headshots—ID Preparation Appointments Begin    Public Safety

All students are required to have a student identification card. The predetermined 
appointment to have a photo taken is listed on the back of each student’s nametag. 
Completed ID cards are available upon return in the fall from the student’s assigned Peer 
Advisor. Please keep to the scheduled appointment time.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7:30-9:00 a.m. Fuel Up—Breakfast University Commons
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
8:00 a.m. Qualifying For The Games—Athletics Overview   Rivers Memorial Hall

This session provides a realistic overview of what it means to be a NCAA Division III student-
athlete at Western New England University. This program is designed specifically for students 
planning to participate in a varsity sport. A review of the Western New England University 
philosophy called the WNE Way serves as the foundation for a discussion of the challenges 
of balancing the roles of student and athlete, preseason camp, eligibility requirements, and 
resources available to student-athletes. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 a.m. Arena Rules—Public Safety & Community Standards Rivers Memorial Hall

During this session you will hear from key members of Public Safety and the Community 
Standards office, who will provide important information on the resources they offer and how 
it will benefit you during your time at Western New England University. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
10:00 a.m. Kicking Off The Season—The First Class See Nametag for Location

This session is regarded as the first formal class in college. Presenters lead students 
through a class meeting on topics related to college classroom etiquette, explanation of how 
academic integrity plays out in the collegiate environment, and the function and purpose of 
advising. First-year students will also learn about the designated summer reading required 
for all students enrolled in English Composition and the summer reading assignment 
attached to the class. There may be additional discipline-specific information provided in this 
first-class experience. Don’t miss your first class! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11:00 a.m.  Understanding Your Playing Field—Living on Campus    See Nametag for Location and Time
–2:45 p.m.

Do you want to know what it’s really like to live on campus? Presented by the Office of 
Residence Life staff, this session is your chance to learn everything you wanted to know about 
being a resident student. Topics include, living with a roommate, housing selection, and 
getting involved and making the most of your residential experience. Residence Life will also 
provide an interactive opportunity to ask questions you always wanted to ask about housing. 

2:00 p.m. The Ball Is In Your Court—Creating Your Blueprint for Success Rivers Memorial Hall

   Join the Delbridge Career Center, Academic Success Center, and Student Accessibility  
Services in this session where they will discuss how to prepare to be successful in college. 
You will learn how to achieve your goals and how you can negotiate to be successful during 
your time at Western New England. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
2:45 p.m.       Getting Your Head In The Game—     Rivers Memorial Hall
  Campus Explorations & Ice Cream Break

This session takes students on a unique journey through the completion of assigned tasks 
related to successfully navigating the campus. In a preassigned team, students will compete 
as they go through the University-specific questions and activities designed for just this 
purpose.

College Student Inventory/Proxy          See Nametag for Location

In order to promote an effective advising relationship, each student is asked to complete a 
self-reported profile of personal preferences that will be used by the student’s advisors to 
structure referrals and conversation for maximizing a successful transition. Students will 
also be coached on how to designate a “proxy” in the University self-service system so other 
parties such as a parent can view your bill, financial aid, and/or grades.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
5:00 p.m.  Fuel Up—Dinner University Commons
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

5:45 p.m.       Passing the Torch—College Myths and Realities                             See Nametag for Location 

Take it from the students who have “been there, done that.” In candid, small group discus-
sions, the Orientation Group Leaders dispel the myths and highlight the realities of student 
life. Assigned room number for this assembly is marked on the back of your nametag that 
you received at check-in.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
7:00 p.m. SOAR Olympic Games  Caprio Alumni Healthful Living Center

A variety of activities are offered as a fun way for students to end the evening. Be sure to 
talk with Orientation Group Leaders about the activities. Everyone plays; activities are team 
focused and include everything from “minute to win it” challenges to relay races (unlike any 
you have played before). Orientation Group Leaders will lead the way on the dance floor as 
everyone learns an original dance.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 p.m. Gold Medal Event—Late Night at The Rock   Campus Center

Want to see what a night of fun looks like on the Western New England Campus? Look no 
further! Campus Activities Board (CAB) and the Office of Student Involvement and Leadership 
present a late night program featuring a DIY novelty, live music, tie dye, food trucks, and 
much more. This relaxing end to the day will leave you ready for the events to come in your 
first year on campus!


